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1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS OF RELAY
SELECTION AND SETUP

1. CLAIM OF PRIORITY

The present application claims priority from U.S. Provi-
sional Patent Application No. 61/589,913 filed on Jan. 24,
2012, the contents of which are expressly incorporated herein
by reference in their entirety.

1I. FIELD

The present disclosure is generally related to selection and
setup of relay nodes between a station and an access point.

III. DESCRIPTION OF RELATED ART

Advances in technology have resulted in smaller and more
powerful computing devices. For example, there currently
exist a variety of portable personal computing devices,
including wireless computing devices, such as portable wire-
less telephones, personal digital assistants (PDAs), and pag-
ing devices that are small, lightweight, and easily carried by
users. More specifically, portable wireless telephones, such
as cellular telephones and internet protocol (IP) telephones,
can communicate voice and data packets over wireless net-
works. Also, such wireless telephones can process executable
instructions, including software applications, such as a web
browser application, that can be used to access the Internet.
As such, these wireless telephones can include significant
computing capabilities.

Some devices may be configured to communicate data via
a wireless network. For example, many devices are config-
ured to operate according to an Institute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 802.11 specification that
enables wireless exchange of data via an access point. To
illustrate, a wireless sensor may communicate with an access
point over an IEEE 802.11ah compliant network protocol.
Such a wireless sensor may have a low duty cycle and power
constraints. For example, the wireless sensor (e.g., an IEEE
802.11ah compliant device) may be configured to wake up for
a relatively short period of time to perform a few measure-
ments, communicate a result of the measurements to a desti-
nation via the access point (or communicate the result to the
access point), and then enter a sleep mode for a relatively long
period of time. If the access point is located at a relatively
large distance from the wireless sensor, the wireless sensor
may use an increased transmission power resulting in
increased power consumption at the wireless sensor. If the
access point is located far away from the wireless sensor,
transmission time from the wireless sensor to the access point
may also increase. Increased power consumption at the wire-
less sensor and increased transmission time (i.e., increased
medium occupancy) affect performance of the wireless sen-
sor. Accordingly, to improve performance of the wireless
sensor, it may be desirable to increase throughput of the
wireless sensor and to decrease energy consumption at the
wireless sensor.

IV. SUMMARY

Systems and methods of relay selection and setup are dis-
closed. In a particular embodiment, at least one relay node
may be selected as part of a communication path between a
station (e.g., a wireless sensor) and an access point, resulting
in improved performance of the station. In one embodiment,
the at least one relay node may be selected to increase (i.e.,
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2

extend) a communication range of the station. For example, if
the access point is out of communication range of the station
and the at least one relay node is within the communication
range ofthe station, the station may transmit data to the access
point via the at least one relay. In another embodiment, the at
least one relay node may reduce power consumption at the
station. For example, if the station is closer to the at least one
relay node than to the access point, the station may transmit
data to the at least one relay node at a lower transmit power
than transmitting the data to the access point. In another
embodiment, use of a communication path including the at
least one relay node may reduce transmission time compared
to a communication path directly from the station to the
access point, resulting in an improved throughput of the sta-
tion. For example, transmission time from the station to the
access point may be reduced if the station sends the datato a
relay node located closer to the station (e.g., equidistant from
the station and the access point, as shown in the simulation
results of FIG. 3.

Inaparticular embodiment, a method includes receiving, at
an access point, one or more request messages from one or
more relay nodes, where each of the one or more request
messages is a probe request message or an association request
message related to a station. The method includes selecting a
communication path between the access point and the station
based on the one or more request messages and sending a
response message that indicates the selected communication
path.

Inaparticular embodiment, a method includes receiving, at
an access point, at least two request messages related to a
station, where a first request message of the at least two
request messages is received from a relay node, and where
each of the at least two request messages is a probe request
message or an association request message related to the
station. The method includes determining data rates corre-
sponding to each request message and selecting a communi-
cation path between the access point and the station based on
the data rates.

In a particular embodiment, a method includes sending a
probe request message from a station, where the probe
request message includes relay capability information of the
station and where the probe request message includes an
association request to connect to an access point. The method
includes receiving a response message from a relay node, the
response message indicating a communication path from the
station to the access point via the relay node.

In a particular embodiment, a method includes receiving a
probe request message from a station at a relay node, where
the probe request message includes an association request to
connect to an access point. The method further includes esti-
mating a channel quality related to communicating with the
station. The method also includes sending a modified request
message to the access point, where the modified request mes-
sage includes an indication of the estimated channel quality.

In a particular embodiment, an apparatus includes a pro-
cessor and a memory storing instructions executable by the
processor. The instructions are executable to detect receipt of
one or more request messages from one or more relay nodes
at an access point, where each of the one or more request
messages is a probe request message or an association request
message related to a station. The instructions are further
executable to select a communication path between the access
point and the station based on the one or more request mes-
sages and to initiate transmission of a response message indi-
cating the selected communication path.

In a particular embodiment, an apparatus includes a pro-
cessor and a memory storing instructions executable by the
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processor. The instructions are executable to detect receipt of
at least two request messages related to a station at an access
point, where a first request message of the at least two mes-
sages is received from a relay node, and where each of the at
least two request messages is a probe request message or an
association request message related to the station. The
instructions are further executable to determine data rates
corresponding to each request message and to select a com-
munication path between the access point and the station
based on the data rates.

In a particular embodiment, an apparatus includes a pro-
cessor and a memory storing instructions executable by the
processor. The instructions are executable to initiate trans-
mission of a probe request message from a station, where the
probe request message includes relay capability information
of the station and where the probe request message includes
an association request to connect to an access point. The
instructions are further executable to detect receipt of a
response message from a relay node. The response message
indicates a communication path from the station to the access
point via the relay node.

In a particular embodiment, an apparatus includes a pro-
cessor and a memory storing instructions executable by the
processor. The instructions are executable to detect receipt of
aprobe request message from a station at a relay node, where
the probe request message includes an association request to
connect to an access point. The instructions are further
executable to estimate a channel quality related to communi-
cation with the station. The instructions are further executable
to send a modified request message to an access point, where
the modified request message includes an indication of the
estimated channel quality.

Other aspects, advantages, and features of the present dis-
closure will become apparent after review of the entire appli-
cation, including the following sections: Brief Description of
the Drawings, Detailed Description, and the Claims.

V. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a particular embodiment of a system
operable to select and set up one or more relay nodes between
a station and an access point;

FIG. 2 is a diagram of particular embodiments of a method
of transmitting messages between a station and an access
point via one or more relay nodes in the system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a graph illustrating simulation results of the
system of FIG. 1;

FIGS. 4A and 4B are graphs illustrating simulation results
of the system of FIG. 1;

FIGS. 5A and 5B are graphs illustrating simulation results
of the system of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a particular embodiment of a
station operable to transmit messages to an access point via
one or more relay nodes.

VI. DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to FIG. 1, a diagram of a particular embodiment
of a system operable to select and set up one or more relay
nodes between a station and an access point is shown and
generally designated 100. The system 100 includes an access
point 102 in wireless communication with a station 104 and to
a plurality of relay nodes 110, 120, 130, 140. In a particular
embodiment, the plurality of relay nodes 110-140 and the
station 104 may be wirelessly coupled to the access point 102
via a wireless communication network. For example, the
wireless communication network may be based on an Insti-
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tute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 802.11ah
protocol, where the access point 102, the plurality of relay
nodes 110-140, and the station 104 are IEEE 802.11ah com-
pliant devices. The relay nodes 110-140 (and possibly the
station 104) may be located within a communication range of
the access point 102.

The access point 102 may include a memory 112 coupled
to a processor 116. The memory 112 may store instructions
114 executable by the processor 116. The access point 102
may include a communication path selection module 118. For
example, the communication path selection module 118 may
be implemented using hardware onboard the access point 102
(e.g., circuitry), may be implemented by the processor 116
executing the instructions 114, or may be implemented by a
combination of hardware and the instructions 114 executed
by the processor 116. In a particular embodiment, the com-
munication path selection module 118 may be configured to
select a communication path from the access point 102 to the
station 104, in response to receiving one or more request
messages from one or more of the relay nodes 110-140 (and
possibly directly from the station 104) where each request
message is related to the station 104. In a particular embodi-
ment, the selected communication path may include at least
one relay node of the plurality of relay nodes 110-140.

The plurality of relay nodes 110-140 may include a first
relay node 110, a second relay node 120, a third relay node
130, and a fourth relay node 140. The relay nodes 110-140
may each include a processor and a memory coupled to the
processor. To illustrate, the second relay node 120 may
include a memory 122 coupled to a processor 126. The
memory 122 may store instructions 124 executable by the
processor 126. One or more of the relay nodes 110-140 may
include a channel estimation module. For example, the sec-
ond relay node 120 may include a channel quality estimation
module 128. The channel quality estimation module 128 may
be implemented using hardware onboard the second relay
node 120 (e.g., circuitry), may be implemented by a processor
126 executing the instructions 124, or may be implemented
by a combination of hardware and the instructions 124
executed by the processor 126. In a particular embodiment,
the channel quality estimation module 128 may be configured
to estimate a channel quality related to communicating with
the station 104, in response to receiving a probe request
message from the station 104 at the second relay node 120.

In a particular embodiment, the station 104 may include a
mobile device, a camera, a multimedia player, an entertain-
ment unit, a navigation device, a personal digital assistant
(PDA), a portable computer, or any combination thereof. In
another particular embodiment, the station 104 may include a
wireless sensor or wireless meter configured to take measure-
ments and to transmit the measurements to the access point
102. For example, the station 104 may be a smoke detector, a
water meter, a temperature gauge, or a Wi-Fi device remotely
located from the access point 102 and configured to transmit
data to the access point 102 at certain time intervals. In addi-
tion, the station 104 may have a low duty cycle where the
station 104 enters a sleep mode, a power off mode, or a power
down mode to reduce power consumption of the station 104.

During operation, the station 104 may broadcast or multi-
cast a request message 152. The request message 152 may
include or correspond to a probe request message, an asso-
ciation request message, or a combination thereof. For
example, the request message 152 may be sent by the station
104 at a time when the station 104 is not associated with the
access point 102. The request message 152 may be received
by one or more of the relay nodes 110-140 and/or the access
point 102 within a communication range of the station 104.
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For example, the request message 152 may include one or
more addresses corresponding to the relay nodes 110-140 and
to the access point 102, such as a multicast address that is
monitored by the relay nodes 110-140 and the access point
102. In a particular embodiment, the request message 152
includes an association request to connect to the access point
102 and includes relay capability information of the station
104. For example, the relay capability information may indi-
cate whether the station 104 is capable of transmitting data to
the access point 102 via one or more of the relay nodes
110-140.

In one embodiment, the access point 102 may be within a
communication range of the station 104. In this embodiment,
the access point 102 may select a communication path to the
station 104 that does not include a relay node, and a response
message 154 is sent directly to the station 104 by the access
point 102. Alternately, even if the access point 102 is within a
communication range of the station 104, the communication
path selection module 118 of the access point 102 may select
a communication path to the station 104 that includes at least
one of the relay nodes 110-140 (e.g., the second relay node
120). For example, the communication path selection module
118 may select a communication path that minimizes energy
consumption at the station 101, maximizes throughput data
rate between the station 104 and the access point 102, mini-
mizes transmission time between the station 104 and the
access point 102, or any combination thereof. In yet another
embodiment, the access point 102 may be located outside a
communication range of the station 104. In this embodiment,
the request message 152 may be received by one or more of
the relay nodes 110-140 (e.g., the second relay node 120) and
not by the access point 102.

To illustrate, the second relay node 120 may receive the
request message 152 from the station 104. In a particular
embodiment, the channel quality estimation module 128 of
the second relay node 120 may be configured to estimate a
channel quality related to communication between the second
relay node 120 and the station 104. For example, the channel
quality estimation module 128 may estimate the channel
quality based on a signal characteristic derived from the
request message 152 sent from the station 104. In a particular
embodiment, the signal characteristic includes a signal to
noise ratio (SNR), a signal to interference plus noise ratio
(SINR), a receive signal strength indication (RSSI), a modu-
lation and coding scheme (MCS), or any combination
thereof.

In response to receiving the request message 152, the sec-
ond relay node 120 may send a modified request message 134
to the access point 102. The modified request message 134
may include an indication of the estimated channel quality. In
some circumstances, more than one of the relay nodes 110-
140 may receive the request message 152 from the station
104, and each of the relay nodes 110-140 that receives the
request message 152 may estimate channel quality and gen-
erate modified request messages to be sent to the access point
102. Accordingly, the access point 102 may receive one or
more modified request messages from the one or more relay
nodes 110-140 that received the request message 152 in addi-
tion to or instead of receiving the request message 152
directly from the station 104.

In response to receipt of one or more request messages,
which may include modified request messages sent by relay
nodes (e.g., the modified request message 134), the request
message 152 sent by the station 104, or both, the access point
102 may select a communication path to the station 104. The
selected communication path may be selected from a set of
prospective communication paths. To illustrate, each of the
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plurality of relay nodes 110-140 may correspond to a pro-
spective communication path of the set of prospective com-
munication paths. The set of prospective communication
paths may also include a direct communication path between
the access point 102 and the station 104. The selected com-
munication path corresponds to a route to be used to transmit
data between the access point 102 and the station 104. For
example, the selected communication path may be a direct
path between the access point 102 and the station 104 (i.e., no
relay node is used). In another example, the selected commu-
nication path may include one or more of the plurality of relay
nodes 110-140. To illustrate, the selected communication
path may include the second relay node 120, in which case
data transmitted by the station 104 will be received by the
second relay node 120 and subsequently transmitted by the
second relay node 120 to the access point 102.

The communication path selection module 118 of the
access point 102 may select a prospective communication
path as the selected communication path based on one or
more data rates corresponding to the one or more request
messages. The one or more data rates may include data rates
between each of the one or more relay nodes 110-140 and the
station 104. Additionally, the access point 102 may estimate
channel quality associated with each received request mes-
sage. For example, when the access point 102 receives the
request message 152 from the station 104, the access point
102 may use a channel quality estimation module 117 to
estimate channel quality associated with communicating
directly with the station 104. Additionally or in the alterna-
tive, when the access point 102 receives the modified request
message 134 from the second relay node 120, the access point
102 may use the channel quality estimation module 117 to
estimate channel quality associated with communicating
with the second relay node 120.

In one embodiment, the selected communication path may
be a prospective communication path that results in a largest
throughput between the access point 102 and the station 104.
For example, the selected communication path may be
selected to include at least one relay node that provides a
maximum throughput among the relay nodes 110-140. In
another embodiment, the communication path may be a pro-
spective communication path that results in a lowest energy
consumption at the station 104. For example, the communi-
cation path may be selected to include at least one relay node
that minimizes energy consumption of the station 104 from
among the relay nodes 110-140. In yet another embodiment,
the communication path may be a prospective communica-
tion path that provides a smallest transmission time between
the station 104 and the access point 102. For example, the
communication path may be selected to include at least one
relay node that minimizes transmission time from among the
relay nodes 110-140.

After selecting the communication path (e.g., a best com-
munication path to improve performance of the station 104),
the access point 102 may send a response message 136 indi-
cating the selected communication path. In a particular
embodiment, the response message 136 may be sent directly
to the station 104 if a direct path from the access point 102 to
the station 104 improves performance of the station 104.
However, the response message 136 may be sent to one or
more relay node (e.g., the second relay node 120) if the
communication path via the second relay node 120 improves
performance of the station 104. The second relay node 120
may subsequently send the response message 136 to the sta-
tion 104. The response message 136 may be sent to an address
(e.g., aunicast address) associated with a relay node (e.g., the
second relay node 120) that is part of the selected communi-
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cation path or to an address (e.g., a unicast address) of the
station 104 when the selected communication path is directly
to the station 104.

Selecting the communication path at the access point 102
may include computing data rates for each of the prospective
communication paths between the station 104 and the access
point 102. In a particular embodiment, the communication
path selection module 118 may be configured to compute an
aggregate inverse data rate for each prospective communica-
tion path in the set of prospective communication paths
between the station 104 and the access point 102. For
example, the aggregate inverse data rate for an indirect (i.e.,
via at least one relay node 110-140) prospective communica-
tion path may be equal to a sum of inverse data rates for each
hop of the indirect prospective communication path. The
particular prospective communication path that has a lowest
inverse data rate may be selected.

To illustrate, to achieve a maximum throughput (i.e., mini-
mize medium occupancy), a particular communication path
may be selected based on an inverse data rate that satisfies the
following equation:

1

Min| —— + ——
"zt rRen

for all n, where R(1,n) represents a data rate corresponding to
a hop between the station 104 and a relay node n (e.g., the
second relay node 120) and where R(2,n) represents a data
rate corresponding to a hop between the relay node n and the
access point 102. However, if each value of

1 1
RLn TR

is greater than 1/R (i.e., the inverse of a data rate correspond-
ing to a direct path from the station 104 to the access point
102), the direct path may be selected as the communication
path. It should be noted that communication paths may
include more than one relay node (e.g., k relay nodes)
between the station 104 and the access point 102. In this case,
a communication path may be selected based on an inverse
data rate that satisfies the following equation:

1 1
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for k relay nodes between the station 104 and the access point
102.

Selecting the communication path at the access point 102
may also, or in the alternative, include computing a data rate
for a hop from the station 104 to each relay node of each
prospective communication path in the set of prospective
communication paths between the station 104 and the access
point 102, and selecting a particular prospective communica-
tion path that has a highest computed data rate. To illustrate,
when the transmit power of the station 104 to each relay node
is the same, to minimize energy consumption of the station
104 (i.e., because energy consumption is directly related to
data rate), the communication path selection module 118 may
select a communication path that satisfies the following equa-
tion:
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Max[R(1,n)] for all n, where R(1,n) represents a data rate
corresponding to a hop between the station 104 and a relay
node n (e.g., the second relay node 120). The communication
path selection module 118 may determine a maximum data
rate by comparing the data rates for each of the relay nodes
110-140. However, if each value of R(1,n) for all n is less than
a value R, corresponding to a data rate of a direct path, the
communication path selection module 118 may select the
direct path from the access point 102 to the station 104.

When the transmit power of the station 104 to each relay
node varies, the energy consumption of the station 104 to
transmit one bit to a particular relay node n may be repre-
sented by the following equation:

1
Energy consumption= Tx_powerx R

where Tx_power is the transmit power and R(1,n) is the
transmit data rate to the particular relay node n.

It should be noted that the data rates may be based on
payload data rates derived from the modified request mes-
sages 134 sent from the relay nodes 110-140. Alternately, the
data rates may be based on media access control (MAC) layer
throughputs for the modified request messages 134.

After selecting the communication path, the access point
102 may send the response message 136 to the station 104 via
the relay node(s) (e.g., via the second relay node 120) corre-
sponding to the selected communication path. Alternately, the
access point 102 may send the response message 136 directly
to the station 104 if the selected communication path is the
direct communication path. The second relay node 120 may
subsequently send the response message 136 (or another
response message indicating the selected communication
path) to the station 104.

Referring to FIG. 2, a diagram of particular embodiments
of'a method of transmitting messages between a station and
an access point via one or more relay nodes is disclosed and
generally designated 200. In FIG. 2, the station 104, relay
nodes 110-130, and the access point 102 of FIG. 1 are shown.

At afirst time, the station 104 may send a request message
(e.g., a probe request message or another association request
message), at 208. For example, the station 104 may send the
request message to a multicast address associated with (e.g.,
monitored by) one or more relay nodes, such as the first relay
node 110, the second relay node 120, and the third relay node
130 within a communication range of the station 104 (the
fourth relay node 140 of FIG. 1 may be out of the communi-
cation range of the station 104). The multicast address may
also be associated with (e.g., monitored by) the access point.
In a particular embodiment, the request message may include
relay capability information of the station 104 and an asso-
ciation request to connect to the access point 102. For
example, the request message may be sent from the station
104 when the station 104 transitions out of a sleep mode or out
of' a power down mode and the station 104 wants to join a
network (e.g., an IEEE 802.11ah complaint network). The
request message may indicate that the station 104 is config-
ured to communicate with the access point 102 via one or
more relay nodes. For example, the request message may set
one or more relay bits of a relay field. In addition, the request
message may include one or more bits indicating other capa-
bility information of the station 104 such as adaptive rate
control capability and multiple antenna configuration.

In some circumstances, the request message may be
received directly by the access point 102, at 210. For example,
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ifthe access point 102 is within a communication range of the
station 104, the access point 102 may receive the request
message.

In response to receipt of the request message, one or more
of the relay nodes 110-130 may send a request message
related to the station 104 to the access point 102, at 212, 214,
and 216, respectively. For example, request messages 1, 2, 3
may be sent from the first relay node 110, the second relay
node 120, and the third relay node 130, respectively. In a
particular embodiment, each of the request messages 1, 2,3 is
a modified request message based on the request message
received from the station 104. For example, the modified
request message may include an indication of an estimated
channel quality related to a corresponding relay node com-
municating with the station 104. To illustrate, the first relay
node 110 may estimate channel quality related to communi-
cation between the station and the first relay node 110 based
on a signal characteristic derived from the request message
received from the station 104. The signal characteristic may
include a signal to noise ratio (SNR), a signal to interference
plus noise ratio (SINR), a received signal strength indication
(RSSI), a modulation and coding scheme (MCS), or any
combination thereof. Thus, each of the relay nodes 110-130
may provide the access point 102 with the channel quality
information to enable the access point 102 select a commu-
nication path for the station 104.

The method 200 may also include selecting a communica-
tion path to the station 104, at 218. For example, selecting the
communication path to the station 104 may include selecting
a direct path from the access point 102 to the station 104 or
selecting a communication path via one or more of the relay
nodes 110-130 to the station 104. In a particular embodiment,
selecting the communication path to the station may include
determining data rates corresponding to the modified request
messages 1, 2, 3 received from the relay nodes 110-130,
respectively. For example, a communication path selection
module (such as the communication path selection module
118 of FIG. 1) of the access point 102 may determine and
compare the data rates for each modified request message 1,
2, 3 and a data rate corresponding to communicating directly
with the station 104 (i.e., a direct communication path with-
out a relay node). In a particular embodiment, the communi-
cation path selection module may select a particular commu-
nication path that provides lowest energy consumption at the
station 104 among a set of prospective communication paths.
In another particular embodiment, the communication path
selection module may select a particular communication path
that provides a largest throughput rate between the access
point 102 and the station 104 among the set of prospective
communication paths. In another particular embodiment, the
communication path selection module may select a particular
communication path that provides a lowest transmission time
between the access point 102 and the station 104 among the
set of prospective communication paths. In still another
embodiment, the communication path selection module may
select a particular communication path among the set of pro-
spective communication paths that provides a combination of
low energy consumption, large throughput rate, and/or low
transmission time.

If'a direct communication path is selected, the method 200
may include, at 220, sending a response message to the station
104 from the access point 102. For example, the access point
102 may determine (e.g., based on the determined data rates)
that the direct communication path to the station 104
improves performance (e.g., provides low power consump-
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tion, high throughput, or low transmission time) of the station
104, and the access point 102 may transmit the response
message to the station 104.

If a communication path via a relay node is selected, the
method 200 may include, at 222, sending the response mes-
sage to selected relay node from the access point 102. For
example, the access point 102 may select a particular path to
the station 104 via the second relay node 120 and transmit the
response message to the second relay node 120.

In a particular embodiment, the response message includes
association response information. For example, the response
message may permit the station 104 to be connected to or
associated with the access point 102 and may include con-
figuration information of the access point 102 that may enable
the station 104 connect to the station.

The method 200 also includes sending the response mes-
sage from the selected relay node to the station 104, at 224.
For example, the second relay node 120 may send the
response message to the station 104. In a particular embodi-
ment, the response message may include the association
response information and information regarding an initial
MCS to be used by the station 104 for transmitting data. For
example, the second relay node 120 may indicate to the sta-
tion 104 an initial MCS that the station 104 may use to
transmit data to the second relay node 120.

FIGS. 3,4A, 4B, 5A, and 5B depict various statistical data
representative of a plurality of simulations performed to
select a communication path including at least one relay node
between a station (e.g., the station 104 of FIG. 1) and an
access point (e.g., the access point 102 of FIG. 1).

FIG. 3 is a graphical illustration 302 of transmission time
(in milliseconds (ms)) versus distance (in meters (m)) for
transmitting a first data packet having a packet size of 256
bytes and a second data packet having a packet size of 512
bytes. In a first 304 scenario, the 256 byte packet is transmit-
ted directly from the station 104 to the access point 102 (i.e.,
one hop). In a second 306 scenario, the 512 byte packet is
transmitted from the station 104 to the access point 102 (i.e.,
one hop).

As shown in FIG. 3, transmitting the second data packet
(i.e., 512 bytes) in a single hop (i.e., directly from the station
104 to the access point 102) takes about 31 seconds when the
access point is located between about 500 m and about 600 m
from the station 104. However, when a communication path is
selected that includes a relay node (such as the second relay
node 120 of FIG. 1) that is located about 300 m away from the
station 104, the transmission time is about 4.5 s (i.e., for the
firsthop). Thus, a total transmission time to reach 600 m using
two 300 m hops is about 9 s (i.e., 4.5 sx2 for each hop=9 s). In
addition, energy consumption of the station 104 may be
reduced since the station 104 is closer to the relay node (i.e.,
300 m) than to the access point 102 (i.e., 600 m). The energy
reduction achieved at the station 104 by using the relay node
may be about 7 times less than when the second data packet is
transmitted directly to the access point 102 (i.e.,31s/4.5 s=7),
because energy consumption is proportional to transmission
time (similar analysis applies to the 256 byte packet).

FIGS. 4A and 4B are graphical illustrations of transmission
time and energy consumption, respectively, for transmitting a
packet having a size of 256 bytes from a station (e.g., the
station 104 of FIG. 1) to an access point (e.g., the access point
102 of FIG. 1) when a relay node is used and when no relay
node is used (i.e., directly). Similarly, FIGS. 5A and 5B are
graphical illustration of transmission time and energy con-
sumption, respectively, for transmitting a packet having a size
of 512 bytes.
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The simulation parameters for FIGS. 4A, 4B, 5A, and 5B
include an access point having two antennas and a station
having a single antenna. The noise level for the simulation
was set at 5 decibels (5B). A MCS-vs-SNR parameter was set
at less than 1% packet error rate (PER) similar to an IEEE
802.11n20 MHz channel D curve. The PHY preamble for the
data packets (i.e., the 256 byte packet and the 512 byte packet)
was 6 symbols. The following table summarizes the simula-
tion configuration.

TABLE 1

Simulation System Configuration

Parameter Value
Carrier frequency 915 MHz
Station transmit power (dBm) 18

Access point antenna gain (dBi) 0

Station Antenna gain (dBi) -4
Shadowing loss (dB) 10
Frequency diversity loss (dB) 4.2/3.2/1.9
Bandwidth (MHz) 2/4/8

The simulation results indicate that selecting a communi-
cation path that includes at least one relay node can result in
a reduced transmission time from the station to the access
point and/or a reduced energy consumption at the station for
256 byte packets and 512 byte packets as compared to com-
municating directly between the station and the access point
102, as shown in FIGS. 4A-5B.

Referring to FIG. 6, a block diagram of a particular
embodiment of a wireless communication device 600 that
may operate as a station, a relay node, an access point, or a
combination thereof (e.g., a station that also functions as a
relay node for other stations). The device 600 includes a
processor 610 coupled to a memory 632.

The memory 632 may be a non-transitory computer read-
able storage medium that stores data 690 (e.g., data indicating
a selected communication path), instructions 680, or both. In
a particular embodiment, the instructions 680 are executable
by the processor 610 to cause the processor 610 to perform
one or more functions of the device 600. For example, the
instructions 680 may include user applications, an operating
system, or other executable instructions, or a combination
thereof. The instructions 680 may be executable by the pro-
cessor 610 to cause the processor to perform at least a portion
of the functionality described with respect to FIGS. 1-5B.

For example, as a station, the device 600 may operate as
described with reference to the station 104 of FIGS. 1 and 2.
In this example, the instructions 680 may include request
message generation instructions 682 that are executable by
the processor 610 to generate a probe request message or
other association request message for transmission to an
access point (directly or via one or more relay nodes). In
another example, as a relay node, the device 600 may operate
as described with reference to the relay nodes 110, 120, 130,
and 140 of FIG. 1 and/or the relay nodes 110, 120, and 130 of
FIG. 2. In this example, the instructions 680 may include
request message generations instructions 682 that are execut-
able by the processor 610 to generate a modified request
message based on a request message received from a station.
The instructions 680 may also include response message
generations instructions 686 that are executable by the pro-
cessor 610 to generate a response message to a station based
on a response message received from an access point.

In another example, as an access point, the device 600 may
operate as described with reference to the access point 102 of
FIGS. 1 and 2. In this example, the instructions 680 may
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include communication path selection instructions 684 that
are executable by the processor 610 to select a particular
communication path from a set of prospective communica-
tion paths. The instructions 680 may also include response
message generation instructions 686 that are executable by
the processor 610 to generate a response message indicating
the selected communication path to a station or to a relay
node.

The device 600 may also include a transceiver 650 for
sending and receiving signals and/or messages (e.g., data
packets). For example, the device 600 may function as a
transmitter when the device 600 transmits request messages
(e.g., the request message 152 of FIG. 1), or any other mes-
sages to an access point (e.g., the access point 102 of FIG. 1)
and/or to one or more relay nodes (e.g., the relay nodes
110-140 of FIG. 1). As another example, the device 600 may
function as a receiver when the device 600 receives the
response message, or any other messages from the access
point 102 and/or from the one or more relay nodes 110-140.

FIG. 6 also shows a display controller 626 that may be
coupled to the processor 610 and to a display 628. A coder/
decoder (CODEC) 634 (e.g., an audio and/or voice CODEC)
may be coupled to the processor 610. A speaker 636 and a
microphone 638 may be coupled to the CODEC 634. FIG. 6
also indicates that a wireless controller 640 may be coupled to
the processor 610 and to the transceiver 650 that is coupled to
a wireless antenna 642. In a particular embodiment, the pro-
cessor 610, the display controller 626, the memory 632, the
CODEC 634, the wireless controller 640, and the transceiver
650 are included in a system-in-package or system-on-chip
device 622.

In a particular embodiment, an input device 630 and a
power supply 644 are coupled to the system-on-chip device
622. Moreover, in a particular embodiment, as illustrated in
FIG. 6, the display 628, the input device 630, the speaker 636,
the microphone 638, the wireless antenna 642, and the power
supply 644 are external to the system-on-chip device 622.
However, each of the display 628, the input device 630, the
speaker 636, the microphone 638, the wireless antenna 642,
and the power supply 644 can be coupled to a component of
the system-on-chip device 622, such as an interface or a
controller.

Although FIG. 6 depicts a wireless communications
device, the processor 610, the memory 632, other compo-
nents of the device 600, or any combination thereof, may be
integrated into other devices, such as a multimedia player, an
entertainment unit, a navigation device, a personal digital
assistant (PDA), a fixed location data unit, or a computer (e.g.,
a tablet computer, a laptop computer, a desktop computer,
etc), a media device, a router or gateway device, an access
point, a relay node, or another device configured to wirelessly
communicate data.

In conjunction with the described embodiment, an appara-
tus is disclosed that includes means for receiving, at an access
point, one or more request messages (e.g., probe request
messages or association request messages) from one or more
relay nodes, where each request message is related to a sta-
tion. For example, the means for receiving may include the
access point 102 of FIGS. 1 and 2, the device 600 of FIG. 6 or
a portion thereof, one or more other devices configured to
receive request messages, or a combination thereof.

The apparatus includes means for selecting a communica-
tion path between the access point and the station based on
one or more request messages. For example, the means for
selecting may include the access point 102 of FIGS. 1 and 2,
the processor 116 of FIG. 1, the channel quality estimation
module 117 of FIG. 1, the communication path selection
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module 118 of FIG. 1, the device 600 of FIG. 6 or a portion
thereof, one or more other devices configured to select a
communication path, or a combination thereof.

The apparatus also includes means for transmitting a
response message indicating the selected communication
path. For example, the means for transmitting may include the
access point 102 of FIGS. 1 and 2, the device 600 of FIG. 6 or
a portion thereof, one or more other devices configured to
transmit a response message, or any combination thereof.

In conjunction with the described embodiments, an appa-
ratus is disclosed that includes means for receiving at least
two request messages (e.g., probe request messages or asso-
ciation request messages) related to a station at an access
point, where a first request message of the at least two request
messages is received from a relay node. For example, the
means for receiving may include the access point 102 of
FIGS. 1 and 2, the device 600 of FIG. 6 or a portion thereof,
one or more other devices configured to receive at least two
request messages, or a combination thereof.

The apparatus may include means for determining data
rates corresponding to each request message. For example,
the means for determining data rates may include the access
point 102 of FIGS. 1 and 2, the processor 116 of FIG. 1, the
channel quality estimation module 117 of FIG. 1, the com-
munication path selection module 118 of FIG. 1, the device
600 of FIG. 6 or a portion thereof, one or more other devices
configured to determine data rates, or any combination
thereof.

The apparatus may also include means for selecting a com-
munication path between the access point and the station
based on the data rates. For example, the means for selecting
may include the access point 102 of FIGS. 1 and 1, the
processor 116 of FIG. 1, the channel quality estimation mod-
ule 117 of FIG. 1, the communication path selection module
118 of FIG. 1, the device 600 of FIG. 6 or a portion thereof,
one or more other devices configured to select a communica-
tion path, or any combination thereof.

In conjunction with the described embodiments, an appa-
ratus is disclosed that includes means for transmitting a probe
request message from a station, where the probe request
message includes relay capability information of the station
and where the probe request message includes an association
request to connect to an access point. For example, the means
for transmitting the probe request may include the station 104
of FIGS. 1 and 2, the device 600 of FIG. 6, the transceiver 650
of FIG. 6, the antenna 642 of FIG. 6, one or more other
devices configured to transmit a probe request, or any com-
bination thereof.

The apparatus may also include means for receiving a
response message from a relay node, the response message
indicating a communication path from the station to the
access point via the relay node. For example, the means for
receiving the response message may include the station 104
of FIGS. 1 and 2, the device 600 of FIG. 6, the transceiver 650
of FIG. 6, the antenna 642 of FIG. 6, one or more other
devices configured to receive a response message, or any
combination thereof.

In conjunction with the described embodiments, an appa-
ratus is disclosed that includes means for receiving a probe
request message from a station at a relay node where the
probe request message includes an association request to
connect to an access point. For example, the means for receiv-
ing may include the relay nodes 110-140 of FIG. 1, the relay
nodes 110-130 of FI1G. 2, the device 600 of FIG. 6 or a portion
thereof, one or more other devices configured to receive the
probe request message, or any combination thereof.
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The apparatus also includes means for estimating channel
quality related to communication with the station. For
example the means for estimating channel quality may
include the relay nodes 110-140 of FIG. 1, the relay nodes
110-130 of FIG. 2, the processor 126 of FIG. 1, the channel
quality estimation module 128 of FIG. 1, the device 600 of
FIG. 6 or a portion thereof, one or more other devices con-
figured to estimate channel quality, or any combination
thereof.

The apparatus may also include means for transmitting a
modified request message to the access point, where the
modified request message includes an indication of the esti-
mated channel quality. For example, the means for transmit-
ting may include the relay nodes 110-140 of FIG. 1, the relay
nodes 110-130 of F1G. 1, the device 600 of FIG. 6 or a portion
thereof, one or more other devices configured to transmit a
modified request message, or any combination thereof.

Those of skill would further appreciate that the various
illustrative logical blocks, configurations, modules, circuits,
and algorithm steps described in connection with the embodi-
ments disclosed herein may be implemented as electronic
hardware, computer software, or combinations of both. Vari-
ous illustrative components, blocks, configurations, modules,
circuits, and steps have been described above generally in
terms of their functionality. Whether such functionality is
implemented as hardware or software depends upon the par-
ticular application and design constraints imposed on the
overall system. Skilled artisans may implement the described
functionality in varying ways for each particular application,
but such implementation decisions should not be interpreted
as causing a departure from the scope of the present disclo-
sure.

The steps of a method or algorithm described in connection
with the embodiments disclosed herein may be embodied
directly in hardware, in a software module executed by a
processor, or in a combination of the two. A software module
may reside in random access memory (RAM), flash memory,
read-only memory (ROM), programmable read-only
memory (PROM), erasable programmable read-only
memory (EPROM), electrically erasable programmable
read-only memory (EEPROM), registers, hard disk, a remov-
able disk, a compact disc read-only memory (CD-ROM), or
any other form of non-transitory storage medium. An exem-
plary storage medium is coupled to the processor such that the
processor can read information from, and write information
to, the storage medium. In the alternative, the storage medium
may be integral to the processor. The processor and the stor-
age medium may reside in an application-specific integrated
circuit (ASIC). The ASIC may reside in a computing device
or a user terminal (e.g., a mobile phone or a PDA). In the
alternative, the processor and the storage medium may reside
as discrete components in a computing device or user termi-
nal.

The previous description of the disclosed embodiments is
provided to enable a person skilled in the art to make or use
the disclosed embodiments. Various modifications to these
embodiments will be readily apparent to those skilled in the
art, and the principles defined herein may be applied to other
embodiments without departing from the scope of the disclo-
sure. Thus, the present disclosure is not intended to be limited
to the embodiments disclosed herein but is to be accorded the
widest scope possible consistent with the principles and novel
features as defined by the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

receiving, at an access point, a request message from a

station directly and receiving one or more request mes-
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sages from one or more relay nodes, wherein the request
message from the station comprises a probe request
message Or an association request message to connect to
the access point and includes relay capability informa-
tion of the station, and wherein each of the one or more
request messages from the one or more relay nodes
comprises a probe request message or an association
request message related to the station;
selecting a communication path between the access point
and the station based on one or more of the request
message from the station and the one or more request
messages from the one or more relay nodes; and

sending a response message indicating the selected com-
munication path.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the selected communi-
cation path includes at least one relay node and wherein the
response message is sent to the at least one relay node.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the selected communi-
cation path does not include a relay node and wherein the
response message is sent directly to the station.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the selected communi-
cation path is selected based on one or more data rates corre-
sponding to the one or more request messages.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the one or more data
rates include data rates between each of the one or more relay
nodes and the station.

6. The method of claim 4, wherein the selected communi-
cation path is selected based on at least one relay node of the
one or more relay nodes that provides increased throughput
between the access point and the station.

7. The method of claim 4, wherein the selected communi-
cation path is selected from a set of prospective communica-
tion paths, wherein each relay node of the one or more relay
nodes corresponds to a prospective communication path of
the set of prospective communication paths, and wherein the
selected communication path utilizes less energy of the sta-
tion for transmission of data than other communication paths
of the set of prospective communication paths.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein energy consumption of
the station associated with a particular communication path is
estimated as a product of a transmit power of the station to a
particular relay node of the particular communication path
and an inverse of a transmit data rate to the particular relay
node.

9. The method of claim 4, wherein the selected communi-
cation path is selected from a set of prospective communica-
tion paths, wherein each relay node of the one or more relay
nodes corresponds to a prospective communication path of
the set of prospective communication paths, and wherein the
selected communication path utilizes less transmission time
between the station and the access point than other commu-
nication paths of the set of prospective communication paths.

10. The method of claim 4, wherein selecting the commu-
nication path comprises:

computing an aggregate inverse data rate for each prospec-

tive communication path in a set of prospective commu-
nication paths between the station and the access point,
wherein the aggregate inverse data rate for an indirect
prospective communication path is equal to a sum of
inverse data rates for each hop ofthe indirect prospective
communication path,

wherein the selected communication path is a particular

prospective communication path thathas a lowest aggre-
gate inverse data of the set of prospective communica-
tion paths.

11. The method of claim 4, wherein selecting the commu-
nication path comprises:
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computing a data rate for a hop from the station to each
relay node of each prospective communication path in a
set of prospective communication paths between the
station and the access point,

wherein the selected communication path is a particular

prospective communication path that has a highest com-
puted data rate of the set of prospective communication
paths.

12. The method of claim 4, wherein the one or more data
rates corresponds to a payload data rate of the one or more
request messages.

13. The method of claim 4, wherein the one or more data
rates corresponds to a media access control (MAC) layer
throughput of the one or more request messages.

14. The method of claim 4, wherein the one or more data
rates is determined based on a signal characteristic of the one
or more request messages, and wherein the signal character-
istic comprises a signal to noise ratio (SNR), a signal to
interference plus noise ratio (SINR), a received signal
strength indication (RSSI), a modulation and coding scheme
(MCS), or any combination thereof.

15. The method of claim 1, wherein the request message
from the station comprises a multicast request message,
wherein the multicast request message is addressed to a mul-
ticast address associated with the one or more relay nodes and
the access point, and wherein the selected communication
path is selected based at least partially on the multicast
request message.

16. The method of claim 1, wherein the one or more request
messages is transmitted via unicast from the one or more relay
nodes to the access point in response to the one or more relay
nodes receiving a multicast request message from the station
at a multicast address associated with the one or more relay
nodes and the access point.

17. The method of claim 1, wherein the selected commu-
nication path is based on an Institute of Electrical and Elec-
tronics Engineers (IEEE) 802.11ah protocol and wherein the
station is an IEEE 802.11ah compliant device.

18. The method of claim 1, wherein the response message
further indicates an initial modulation and coding scheme
(MCS) to be used by the station when transmitting data.

19. The method of claim 1, wherein the one or more request
messages is sent in response to the station waking from a
sleep mode or in response to the station powering up.

20. The method of claim 1, wherein the selected commu-
nication path is selected based on the request message from
the station and based on the one or more request messages
from the one or more relay nodes.

21. The method of claim 1, wherein a particular request
message of the one or more request messages is received from
a particular relay node, wherein the particular request mes-
sage includes an estimate of a channel quality related to
communication between the particular relay node and the
station, and wherein the selected communication path is
selected based at least partially on the estimate of the channel
quality.

22. An apparatus comprising:

a processor; and

a memory storing instructions executable by the processor

to:

detect receipt of a request message from a station
directly and receipt of one or more request messages
from one or more relay nodes at an access point,
wherein the request message from the station com-
prises a probe request message or an association
request message to connect to the access point and
includes relay capability information of the station,



US 9,066,287 B2

17

and wherein each of the one or more request messages
from the one or more relay nodes comprises a probe
request message or an association request message
related to the station;

select a communication path between the access point
and the station based on one or more of the request
message from the station and the one or more request
messages from the one or more relay nodes; and

initiate transmission of a response message that indi-
cates the selected communication path.

23. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the selected com-
munication path is selected based on one or more data rates
corresponding to the one or more request messages.

24. The apparatus of claim 23, wherein the one or more
data rates is determined based on a payload data rate corre-
sponding to each of the one or more request messages.

25. The apparatus of claim 23, wherein the one or more
data rates is determined based on a media access control
(MAC) layer throughput rate corresponding to each of the one
or more request messages.

26. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the access point
communicates based on an Institute of Electrical and Elec-
tronic Engineers (IEEE) 802.11ah protocol and wherein the
station is an IEEE 802.11ah compliant device.

27. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the response mes-
sage further indicates an initial modulation and coding
scheme (MCS) to be used by the station for communication.

28. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the request message
from the station is received via a multicast address that is
associated with the access point and associated with the one
or more relay nodes.

29. The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the response mes-
sage is transmitted to a unicast address that is associated with
a particular relay node of the one or more relay nodes or
associated with the station.

30. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the processor is
integrated into a mobile device, a camera, a multimedia
player, an entertainment unit, a navigation device, a personal
digital assistant (PDA), a portable computer, or any combi-
nation thereof.

31. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein a particular request
message of the one or more request messages is received from
a particular relay node, and wherein the particular request
message includes an estimate of a channel quality related to
communication between the particular relay node and the
station.

32. An apparatus comprising:

means for receiving, at an access point, a request message

from a station directly and one or more request messages
from one or more relay nodes, wherein the request mes-
sage from the station comprises a probe request message
or an association request message to connect to the
access point and includes relay capability information of
the station, and wherein each of the one or more request
messages from the one or more relay nodes comprises a
probe request message or an association request mes-
sage related to a station;

circuitry for selecting a communication path between the

access point and the station based on one or more of the
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request message from the station and the one or more
request messages from the one or more relay nodes; and

means for transmitting a response message indicating the
selected communication path.
33. The apparatus of claim 32, wherein the communication
path s selected based on one or more data rates corresponding
to the one or more request messages.
34. The apparatus of claim 33, wherein the one or more
data rates is determined based on a payload data rate corre-
sponding to each of the one or more request messages, based
on a media access control (MAC) layer throughput rate cor-
responding to each of the one or more request messages, or a
combination thereof.
35. The apparatus of claim 32, wherein the response mes-
sage further indicates an initial modulation and coding
scheme (MCS) to be used by the station for communication.
36. The apparatus of claim 32, wherein a particular request
message of the one or more request messages is received from
a particular relay node, wherein the particular request mes-
sage includes an estimate of a channel quality related to
communication between the particular relay node and the
station, and wherein the means for selecting acommunication
path selects the selected communication path based at least
partially on the estimate of the channel quality.
37. A computer-readable storage device comprising
instructions that, when executed by a processor, cause the
processor to perform operations including:
detecting receipt of a request message from a station
directly and one or more request messages from one or
more relay nodes at an access point, wherein the request
message from the station comprises a probe request
message or an association request message to connect to
the access point and includes relay capability informa-
tion of the station, and wherein each of the one or more
request messages from the one or more relay nodes
comprises a probe request message or an association
request message related to the station;
selecting a communication path between the access point
and the station based on one or more of the request
message from the station and the one or more request
messages from the one or more relay nodes; and

initiating transmission of a response message indicating
the selected communication path.

38. The computer-readable storage device of claim 37,
wherein the selected communication path is selected based on
one or more data rates corresponding to the one or more
request messages.

39. The computer-readable storage device of claim 37,
wherein the response message further indicates an initial
modulation and coding scheme (MCS) to be used by the
station when transmitting data.

40. The computer-readable storage device of claim 37,
wherein a particular request message of the one or more
request messages is received from a particular relay node,
wherein the particular request message includes an estimate
of a channel quality related to communication between the
particular relay node and the station, and wherein the selected
communication path is selected based at least partially on the
estimate of the channel quality.
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